Local administration of L-703,081 using a composite polymeric stent reduces platelet deposition in canine coronary arteries.
We compared the effect on platelet deposition of the glycoprotein IIb/IIIa receptor antagonist L-703,081, administered locally via a drug delivery stent, with that of a standard metal stent in a canine coronary model. There was a significant reduction in platelet deposition using the L-703,081-impregnated stent compared with the bare metal stent. This study demonstrates an alternative route of delivery of GPIIb/IIIa antagonists with potential advantages over systemic administration.